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The chairman of the House&rsquo;s Defense Appropriations
Subcommittee is asking for military assistance to get his spending bill to
President Obama&rsquo;s desk.


 


Pennsylvania Democrat John P. Murtha, often considered one
of the most powerful members of the House and a close ally of Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., suggests that Pentagon leaders eager to see the fiscal 2010
Defense spending bill cleared call Democratic congressional leaders.


 


Murtha said such outside pressure might be needed to prod
House and Senate lawmakers to finish work on a conference report for the
Pentagon spending bill (HR 3326).


 


&ldquo;We&rsquo;re just about done, and then [conferees] can come
together and sign it,&rdquo; he said. &ldquo;But if [the military] wants this bill to pass,
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they need to call the leaders.&rdquo;


 


The continuing resolution (CR; PL 111-68) currently funding
the Defense Department at fiscal 2009 levels is providing about the same
funding level found in the fiscal 2010 bill, which would direct $636.3 billion
to the military, including $128.2 billion for operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan.


 


Because it would provide no appreciable bump-up, there is
less apparent urgency to finish the fiscal 2010 bill. But Murtha said the
legislation would provide important direction for programs such as the Air
Force&rsquo;s aerial refueling aircraft program, the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter
alternative engine program and Navy shipbuilding.


 


Under the continuing resolution, &ldquo;they can&rsquo;t issue
contracts,&rdquo; he said. &ldquo;Normally, the Defense Department complains.&rdquo;


 


Jerry Lewis of California, ranking Republican on the
Appropriations Committee, echoed some of Murtha&rsquo;s concerns, charging that
Democratic leaders &ldquo;don&rsquo;t care&rdquo; about moving a Defense spending bill because
they are more interested in increasing domestic spending to achieve their
domestic policy goals.


 


Murtha said he has yet to meet with Sen. Daniel K. Inouye,
D-Hawaii, chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee and its Defense
subcommittee. He said part of the difficulty in completing the Defense bill is
that Inouye is wrestling with all of the pending Appropriations measures.


 


House aides say it could be a while before the Defense
conference report reaches the floor. Two aides said the bill may languish until
the end of the year.


 


Lewis said Democrats&rsquo; desire to attach an increase in the
statutory debt limit could add spark to the process. &ldquo;There could be pressure
to move it more quickly,&rdquo; he said.



The Online Office of Congressman John Murtha

http://www.murtha.house.gov Powered by Joomla! Generated: 5 January, 2010, 17:42



 


In a statement, the Pentagon said of the continuing
resolution that the longer it takes for new fiscal year funding to arrive, the
greater the effect will be.


 


&ldquo;While we are not facing major funding issues at this
moment, the longer we operate under a CR, the more likely we are to face
negative consequences,&rdquo; the statement said.


 


A Pentagon spokesman, Navy Cmdr. Darryn James, said that
while the CR is in effect, the Pentagon &ldquo;is not able to begin executing the new
funding levels and new programs in its new budget.&rdquo;


 


He said weapons programs with new or different funding for
2010 could be delayed, possibly increasing costs.


 


&ldquo;Under a CR we cannot move forward on any contracts based on
the new budget until that budget is enacted,&rdquo; James said. Should the CR extend
for more than a few months, planned increases in the size of the military and
training could be affected.


 


Overseas deployments likely would not be affected as long as
new year funding was provided early enough in the fiscal year, James said.
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